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Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend the abstract of the disclosure as follows: 

A method and apparatus are provided for injecting medicine from a 
pre-filled container into a patient through an injection needle. After use the 
needle is automatically shielded so that the contaminated needle is protected 
to prevent inadvertent contact with the needle. The device operates by 
pumping medicine out of the v4a+ container into a transfer chamber. The 
medicine is the expelled from the transfer chamber into the patient during an 
injection stroke. At the end of the injection stroke, the needle is released for 
retraction, and the spring then retracts the needle to shield the needle. 
Pr e f e rab l y, th e d e v i c e i nc l ud e s an i nj e ctor a ss e mb l y and a v i a l ho l d e r 
ass e mb l y. Th e i nj e ctor ass e mb l y has a n ee d le r e ta i n e r for r ele asab l y 
r e ta i n i ng t e n ee d le i n a proj e ct i ng position aga i nst th e b i as of a spr i ng. Th e 
v i a l ho l d e r ass e mb l y i s attachab le w i th th e inj e ctor ass e mb l y and i s op e rab le 
to transf e r th e m e d i c i n e out of th e via l and i nto th e transf e r chamb e r to 
pr e par e th e d e v i c e for an i nj e ct i on. 
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